
36 THE PROBLEM� 

any way at all out of a deep trap that has been a long time in the making. 

Identity politics is a very bad turn, a detour into quicksand, but it did not 

come out of the blue. Rather, it is a set of false solutions proclaimed for 

real problems-false solutions that began with a certain plausibility. The 

oddity is that the Left, which once stood for universal values, seems to 

speak today for select identities, while the Right, long associated with 

privileged interests, claims to defend the common good. How the tenus 

have been reversed is what I hope to explain. 

II.� 

The Exhaustion of� 

Commonality� 

What meaning . . . can continue to attach to� 

such a tenn as the "American" character?›�

what type, as the result of such a prodigious� 

amalgam, such a hatch-patch of racial� 

ingredients, is to be conceived as� 

shaping itself?� 

-HENRY JAMES, The American Scene 

There is a religious war going on in this 

country, a cultural war as critical to the kind of 

nation we shall be as the Cold War itself, for 

this is a war for the soul of America. 

-at the 1992 Republican 

National Convention 


